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Mahksum

transcribed by Brian Riordan

Basic 1                                         Basic 2

    The hand patterns for this rhythm are very important. They should not be switched to RLRL  as 
that would alter the feel of the pattern. All the variations can be played in any order and as many 
times as desired. They can also be used as basic patterns.

Variations
1.                                  2.                                  3.                                 4.                             *

* This Accent can be applied to all variations. 

    Mahksum is a common rhythm in Egypt, although it is used in all Arabic countries, and many 
Egyptians believe it is the basis for all of their rhythmic patterns. It is very similar to, and often 
confused with, Masmoudi when played slowly, and Falahi when played fast. 

    Depending on the feel of the song, slaps can be substituted for regular strokes with accents above 
them, or can be omitted altogether. This also applies to all the variations as well. 
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Mahksum, page 2
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